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Dear Sheikh Sultan bin Sooud Al Qasimi, Chokri Mabkhout, lbrahim Al Abed, Ibrahim El
Moallem and Ola vallin

Subject: Panel Discussion Slot Briefing: 3" Arab Publishers Association Conference
(APAC), 3 November 2015

Thank you for agreeing to participate in a panel discussion at the 3™ APAC on Tuesday 3
November 2015. The team at the Emirates Publishers Association and the Arab Publishers
Association thank you very much for accepting our invitation and we look forward to welcoming
you in Sharjah.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to each other (biographies below), as you
will be participating in the same panel discussion. Below, are the details on the panel and an
overview of its format. Please note that there will be a briefing ahead of the panel’s time
which you are kindly requested to be there for.

| wanted to take this opportunity to introduce you to each other (biographies below), give you
details on your panel and have a quick discussion about the format of your panel debate.

Panel details

Title: Freedom of expression = freedom to publish

Chair: Sheikh Sultan bin Sooud Al Qasimi

Panelists: Chokri Mabkhout, Ibrahim Al Abed, Ibrahim EIl Moallem, Ola vallin

Time: Tuesday 3 November, 09:45 a.m. — 11:00 pm

Location: Green Room

Briefing: Please come to the Green Room 30 minutes prior to the session for a briefing on your
panel event and to meet the other speakers.

Event format

This is a panel discussion and we welcome debate and discussion among the panellists. | would
like to propose that each panellist give a short introduction about themselves and their point of
view leading to a debate. The panel will be moderated by its chair, Sheikh Sultan bin Sooud Al
Qasimi.

Below are some suggested discussion points that Sheikh Sultan bin Sooud Al Qasimi might ask.
Additional feedback on the questions that you might like to discuss in the context of this panel
are welcome:

Points of discussion:

Freedom to publish contributes to the guaranteeing of freedom of expression, without which the
publishing industry cannot fully prosper. But should there be limits imposed on what can and
cannot be published? How much influence should and do publishers and publishing associations
have in shaping the framework within which these freedoms can be utilized? Thanks to the



internet, publishing is no longer the preserve of traditional publishers and many more people
have the ability to publish online. How do traditional and digital publishers react and respond to
these changes to stay relevant in a digital age where freedoms and limitations on what can and
cannot be published are not entirely clear?

Do the freedom of expression and freedom to publish mean the same thing? Should they
mean the same thing?

Should limitations on the freedom to publish on the internet be differentiated from
limitations on the freedom to publish traditionally since the publishing takes place on different
platforms, or should limitations on the freedoms of publishing be one and the same no matter the
platform being used?

Given the significant social, political and economic changes experienced in the region in
recent years, how much leverage have these changes given publishers and publishing
associations now in allowing them to shape the future social and legal framework for the
publishing industry as a whole?

Are these experiences a good basis from which both governments and publishers can learn
from each other, and work out how best to work alongside each other so as to maintain national
security without fully compromising basic freedoms such as the freedom to publish?

How have other countries around the world balanced their right to freedom of expression in
the publishing industry with national security matters?

What are some of the best practices in the region in terms of balancing freedom of
expression with national security concerns?



Ibrahim Al Abed

Ibrahim Al Abed founded and managed the
Emirates News Agency (WAM) in 1977. He
is the Adviser to the Chairman of the National
Media Council in the United Arab Emirates,
and former General Director of the Council
(January 2007-June 2015). He supervised the
editorial management of the UAE Yearbook,
and other brochures and publications issued
by the Department of Foreign Media.

In 2014, he won the Media Personality of the
year award in the Arab Journalism Awards, in
recognition of his efforts to enrich the UAE
and Arab media.

Ibrahim Al Abed is a graduate of the
American University in Beirut in 1965 where
he studied Political Science and Public

Administration
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Ibrahim Al Moallem

Engineer Ibrahim Al Moallem has won
several high-profile awards, including the
Mediterranean for Arts and Creativity Award
in the Cultural and Media Creativity Branch
in 2009. He is one of the founders and
chairman of Egypt’s Al Shorouk Group which
includes a range of publishing organisations.
He is a board member of the International
Publishers Association (IPA), and one of the
founders of the Arab Publishers’ Association
(APA) and the Egyptian Publishers
Association (EPA).

He previously served as vice president of the
International Publishers Association,
president of the Export Council for Cinema
and Writers in Egypt, and member of the
higher organizing committee for Arab culture
participation in the Frankfurt International
Book Fair (October 2004).

Al Moallem is a member of the International
Commission for Freedom of Publication, the
International Commission for the Protection
of Intellectual Property Rights, the Board of
Trustees of the Radio and Television Union,
the Cultural Committee of the National
Specialized Councils, and the Publication
Committee of the Supreme Council for

Culture.
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Ola Vallin

Ola Wallin is the CEO of two independent
publishing houses in Sweden, Ersatz and
Coltso. He is also the Chair of the
International Publishers Association's (IPA)
Freedom to Publish Committee, a role which
sees him work tirelessly to promote and
defend the freedom to publish, a fundamental
aspect of the human right to freedom of
expression. In this capacity, he helps monitor
cases of violations of freedom of expression
and freedom to publish worldwide, supporting
authors and publishers who face prosecution

or persecution.

Callg Yl
Oiliiann 33 g5 lal (g2l (s ) Canaia ) 5 Y sl Janiy
Ll ity LS 5l €15 1 5 )" Lty eyl b
Craiall 58 5 e palill (sall slas¥) 8 dill 4 s dal
la el Ll & s ce pliall 5508 Tasen s (53
Loty diban s pandl) 2 a8 glal) G e Ll TS
llgis) Vs dua ) 8 5o bually () 5 Y 5l o sy il s3]
Ol Cpilsall aea g calladl Joa Hlill g el 4

Alelaca) o 4 il Al ) gem jaty cpl)




Dr Chokri Mabkhout

Dr Chokri Mabkhout is a Tunisian writer who
won the International Prize for Arabic Fiction,
2015 session, for his novel ‘Al-Talyani (The
Italian). Currently, he is the Chancellor of
Manouba University in Tunisia, and was
previously Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities in the same university.

Dr Mabkhout is on the editorial board of
several revered journals, including the
magazine published by the Institute of Arabic
Literature in Tunis (Ibla) and Romano
Arabica published by the Center for Arab
Studies in Bucharest, Romania.

Dr Mabkhout holds a state doctorate in
Literature from the Arts College of Manouba,
Tunisia. He has written many articles that
have been published in numerous newspapers,
and has made contributions to school
curricula authorship, dealing with educational
issues. He has also written a number of
works, mainly The Biography of the Absent,
The Biography of the Coming, The Aesthetics
of Familiarity: The Text and its Receiver in
the Critical Heritage, and Linguistic Works
Theory.
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Sheikh Sultan Sooud Al-Qassemi

Sheikh Sultan Sooud Al-Qassemi is an Emirati

activist, writer, artwork collector, businessman, and

a non-resident Fellow at the Dubai College of

Government. He is Founder and Chairman of

Barjeel Securities, and MIT Media Lab Director's

Fellow.

Sultan Al-Qassemi is active in the field of youth

empowerment and entrepreneurship. He was

Chairman of the Board of Young Arab

Leaders (YAL), UAE Branch, for three years, and is
widely recognised for his use of Twitter, was thus
classified by Forbes Middle East as the first among a

list of the most charismatic 100 Arab personalities

on Twitter.

Sheikh Sultan writes opinion articles in Emirates

Today and the National papers as well as online for

Monitor, CNN, Democracy Now, The Financial

Times, The Independent, The Guardian, and The
New York Times. He is an avid collector of artwork
and a Founder of Barjeel Art Foundation, where
exhibitions are organised periodically to showcase

these works to the public, as the collection includes

more than 600 pieces of Arabic and Eastern art.
Sheikh Sultan holds a Bachelor’s degree in

International Business Administration from the

American University in Paris, which he received in

1998, and a Master’s degree in International

Banking and Finance from the European Business

College in London, which he received in 2004.
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