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EXHIBITION OVERVIEW

Following the successful launch of the first volume
of Modern Architecture Kuwait (MAK) in 2015, Dar
al-Athar al-Islamiyyah will launch the second volume:
Essays, Arguments & Interviews on MAK on December
8th 2017 at the Amricani Cultural Centre.

The second volume features interviews, essays,
arguments as well as transcripts of contemporary
publications from contributing authors and scholars
within the region and abroad.

The book launch event and conference will take place
from December 8th — 10th. The aim and expectations
for the event is to expand the knowledge regarding
the significance and function of several buildings
throughout Kuwait, along with the role of the individual
and corporate entities involved.

The goal is that all aspects will be integrated into a
wider regional and international context.
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Anna Paolini
SPEAKER

Dr Anna Paolini is UNESCO Representative in the Arab
States of the Gulf and Yemen and Director UNESCO Doha
Office since September 2013.

She was UNESCO Representative and Head of Office in
Uzbekistan from 2007 to 2009 and later she covered the
same position in Jordan. In 1992, she joined UNESCO as
specialist in the field of culture at the Regional Office in
Amman. In 1997, she moved to UNESCO HQ covering
several positions within the Culture Sector including for
being responsible of movable heritage activities and on
heritage in conflict response. Prior to that, she held a
research associate role at the Institute of Architecture
of Venice, worked in restoration in Italy and carried out
researches in the field of urban rehabilitation in several
Arab and African countries. She holds a Master’s degrees
in Architecture and a master degree in Urban and Regional
Planning for Developing Countries, a post-graduate degree
on Development Cooperation, as well as a Ph.D in Urban
and Territorial Engineering

Mrs. Paolini is a member of the International Council of
Museums (ICOM) and the ltalian Association of Professional
Architects and author of several papers on different cultural
heritage subjects.

PRESENTATION

Conservation and the Role of International
Agency Towards the Modern Heritage
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Professor Alberico B. Belgiojoso
SPEAKER

Architect and Full Professor at Politecnico di Milano. He
was deeply involved in 1970 BBPR Master Plan and the
following developments. He is based in Milan.

In his university tenure, he has developed research and
taught the problems of urban environment and large-scale
design, building restoration and museography as well as
offices, residence, schools.

He has attended and organized international meetings on
the same subjects in Italy and abroad (Kuwait, France,
England, Japan, Brazil, U.S.A.), and published essays and
books.

PRESENTATION
The 1970 vision for Kuwait City

His work in Kuwait has concerned different subjects within
the city, specifically:

e study of the general city plan, for the whole Kuwait City;
¢ planning and architectural proposal for the development
of the Central Business and Commercial District of Kuwait
Town;

e detail planning, renewal, environmental studies, building
system design, standards and codes, conservation in Souk
Area;

e design for the Public Spaces, New Street and Safat
Square;

e project for Kuwait City Environmental Improvement.
These projects were organized by the Municipality with
the Advisors Leslie Martin, Franco Albini, Omar Azam, in
connection with the General Plan for Urban Areas prepared
by Colin Bucanan and Partners, and contemporarily with
studies in Kuwait City by George Candillis, Peter and Alison
Smithson, and Reima Pietila.
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Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi
PANELIST

Founder of Barjeel Art Foundation and MIT Media Lab
Director’s Fellow. Sultan graduated from the American
University of Paris and in 2017 was a practitioner-in-
residence at the Hagop Kevorkian Center of Near East
Studies at New York University, where he offered a special
course on Politics of Middle Eastern Art. He is currently
involved in mapping Sharjah’s modern architectural
heritage.

PRESENTATION

MAK Butterfly Effect - Revamping Research of the
Modern Heritage in the Gulf

Sultan will be presenting findings from a year long research
project to document the modern architecture of Sharjah
from the 60s to 80s.
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Professor Ali A. Alraouf
PANELIST

Professor of Architecture and Urbanism, Education City.
Head of Research and Development, Urban Planning Dept.
Doha, Qatar. Prof. Alraouf is an architect and urban planner
interested in research and practice related to architectural,
urban, sustainable design and holistic planning. He was
a Visiting Scholar at University of California at Berkeley,
USA. Alraouf has held permanent and visiting teaching
and research positions at regional and international
universities. He published more than 90 journals refereed
papers, critical reviews, essays, in addition to books and
book chapters. Alraouf’s current research interests are:
Knowledge-based Urban Development, Post-Carbon
Contemporary Gulf Cities, Museums in the Gulf, Urban
vitalization of historical districts, Knowledge and Creative
cities. He serves in editorial boards and acts as a reviewer
for international journals and conferences. He delivered
lectures and presentations in over 25 countries. He is
the recipient of number of awards and was selected as
member of 2012 Excel campaign at Qatar University. He
is currently acts as Head of capacity building, training,
research and development unit at Ministry of Municipality
and Environment (MME). He is also the leader of Green
Urbanism and Planning Group at Qatar Green Building
Council.

PRESENTATION

From Tents To Museums:
How Iconic Museums are Changing the Middle Eastern
Cities and Societies?

The narrative of museums in the Gulf. The different
paradigms of museums and Gulf cities. Museums’ role in
knowledge based urban development. Museum, city and
society: Towards a dynamic integration. New museums in
Doha; MIA and QNM: A comparative evaluation.
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Noura al-Sayeh
PANELIST

Head of Architectural Affairs at the Ministry of Culture of
the Kingdom of Bahrain, former professor at the EPFL
in Lausanne and curator of the last 3 editions of Bahrain
National Participation at the Biennale Architectura in
Venice.

PRESENTATION

Investing in Culture showing how the region has
developed a cultural vibrancy of its own. How
to add value to the intangible? How to create a
positive impact for economy & society?
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Dalal Musaed Alsayer
PANELIST

Dalal Musaed Alsayer is a PhD Candidate in History and
Theory of Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania,
where her dissertation examines post-war American aid
projects in the Middle East. Dalal holds a professional
Bachelor of Architecture from Kuwait University, a post-
professional Master of Science in Architecture and Urban
Design from Columbia University, a Master in Design Studies
with a Urbanism, Landscape, Ecology concentration from
Harvard University, and a Master of Science in History and
Theory of Architecture from University of Pennsylvania. Her
work has been previously published in Metropolis, MONU,
Modern Architecture of Kuwait V2 (Niggli, 2017), and most
recently in the interdisciplinary publication “Mapping
Migration, Identity, and Space” (Palgrave 2018.)

PRESENTATION

Utopian Dreams in the Making of Kuwait: From
Sand and Mud to Grass and Concrete.

®
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Roberto Fabbri
Co-Author of MAK
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Ricardo Camacho
Co-Author of MAK

Roberto Fabbri (b. 1972) is an architect, researcher, and
Professor at the University of Monterrey Depart- ment of
Architecture, Arts and Design in Mexico. Fabbri earned his
M.Arch. from the Universita degli Studi di Firenze Facolta
di Architettura (2000, Italy), and received his PhD from the
Universita di Bologna, Scuola di Ingegneria e Architettura
(2009, ltaly). In Italy, Fabbri taught Architectural Studio and
Exhibition Design at the Universita di Bologna, and later
became Visiting Researcher at the Center for Gulf Studies
at the American University of Kuwait. As a designer, he
served as the UNDP consultant to Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyya,
where he oversaw the display of galleries and collections.
For his rehabilitation of the Amricani Cultural Centre in
Kuwait, Fabbri received a nomination for the Aga Khan
Award for Architecture in 2012. He has presented at several
international seminars and conferences in ltaly, France,
Lebanon, and Kuwait, and has published extensively on
subjects such as architectural design, conservation, and
mid-twentieth-century heritage in international journals and
magazines such as Domus, d’Architetura, and ANATKE.
He released two books on the architectural work and
exhibition spaces of Max Bill (2011, 2017). In 2006, Fabbri
participated in the 10th International Architecture Exhibition
of La Biennale di Venezia in a team project entitled “Cities
of Stone.” Fabbri now lives in Mexico.
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Ricardo Camacho (b. 1979) is Visiting Professor of
Architecture at Northeastern University School of
Architecture in the United States, Principal of PROEM and
CasaGranturismo, and teaches Design Studio at Kuwait
University College of Architecture in Kuwait. Bornin Algarve,
Portugal, Camacho is a recipient of the IV Ibero-American
Architecture Biennial award for Emergent Panorama (2004,
Peru), the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation and FLAD Fine
Arts Grant (2007-2009, Portugal), the Kuwait Foundation
for the Advancement of Sciences Annual Research Grant
(2014-2015, Kuwait), and was nominated for Il Premio
Mediterraneo Del Paesaggio in 2009, the Aga Khan Award
for Architecture, and the Archdaily Building of the Year
Awards in 2016. Camacho holds an M.Arch. from the
Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade Técnica de
Lisboa (2002, Portugal), and earned his second master’s
degree from Harvard University Graduate School of Design
(2009, USA). Camacho has exhibited at the Royal Institute
of British Architects in the UK, the IV Ibero-American
Architecture Biennial in Peru, Experimenta Design in
Portugal, the travelling exhibition Habitar Portugal 12-14,
and most recently at the Library of Alexandria in Egypt.
Camacho is co-author of Habitar Portugal 2006/2009, as
well as Modern Architecture Kuwait 1949-1989, and has
participated in several conferences in Europe, the United
States, and Kuwait. As the principal of CasaGranturismo
from 2005-2011, he collaborated with several world-
renowned practices in Japan and Brazil. Camacho has
been an active architect and researcher in Kuwait since
2009, and has served as Deputy Curator of the country’s
first participation at the 13th International Architecture
Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia in 2012. In the same
year, Camacho curated the conference “Kuwait Modern
Architecture,” and has led different projects in the city
including: reconverting Kuwait City’s Green Belt to the Al-
Shaheed Park project Phases | and Il. Camacho primarily
works in Europe and the Arabian Gulf, and lives in between
Portugal, the United States, and Kuwait.
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Sara Sargoca Soares
Co-Author of MAK

Sara Saragoca Soares (b. 1975) earned her M.Arch.
from the Escola Universitaria das Artes de Coimbra
(1999, Portugal), and her M.Sc. in preservation, building
conservation and urban rehabilitation from Faculdade de
Arquitectura da Universidade Técnica de Lisboa (2012,
Portugal), where she completed her thesis “The Identity of
Modern Heritage: Kuwait City.” Her initial career focused
on the preservation of buildings in historical centres, as well
as on adaptive reuse projects of historical significance in
Portugal. In 2012, Saragoca Soares started working on the
Al-Shaheed Park project for Kuwait’s Amiri Diwan. Since
then, she has formed close ties with local organisations
such as Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah (DAI), and the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL). In 2014,
she was selected by the NCCAL to contribute to Kuwait’s
pavilion at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition of
La Biennale di Venezia, and in the same year participated in
the 38th session of UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee
in Qatar. As Associate Researcher at DAI, she continues
her research on Kuwait’s post-oil modern architecture, and
has co-authored Modern Architecture Kuwait 1949-1989,
published in 2016. As of 2016, she has served as Assistant
Professor of Urban Design at Kuwait University College
of Architecture. Currently, she lives in between Portugal
and Kuwait, where she combines her scientific work on
the documentation and preservation of twentieth-century
architecture with architectural practice.
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DAY 1 - Book launch
Friday December 8th

16:00 - 21:00

LOCATION: ACC

16:00
16:10

16:10
16:40

16:40
16:55

16:55
17:25

17:25
17:40

17:40
18.30

18.30
19:15

19:15
19.30

19.30

Welcome Speech
Secretary General of the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters Ali al-Youha

Anna Paolini

Conservation and the Role of
International Agency Towards the
Modern Heritage

Q&A

Book Presentation:
Roberto Fabbri, Ricardo Camacho
& Sara Saragoga Soares

Q&A

Prayer Break + Light Snacks

Prof. Alberico B. Belgiojoso
The 1970 vision for Kuwait City

Q&A

Dinner with Guests
(ACC courtyard)
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DAY 2 - Conference DAY 3 - City Tour
Saturday December 9th Sunday December 10th
15:00 - 21:00 10:00 - 16:00
LOCATION: ACC LOCATION: ACC
15:00 .
15:90 Panel Presentation 10:00 Meeting point at ACC
15:20 .
Noura al-Sayeh 10:30 National Assembly
15:45
15:45 . - . .
B Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi 11:00 Ministry of Foreign Affairs
16:10
- Dalal Musaed al-Sayer 11:30 Merchants Markets - CBD 3
16:35 . Central Bank of Kuwait
® Prof. Ali A. Alraouf 12:00 ®
17:00 (Original site)
17:00
Coffee Break 12:30 Grand Mosque
17.20
17.20
Roundtable Discussion 13:00 Lunch break
18:00 (Souq Mubarakiya)
18:00 )
Closing Speech 14:00 Stock Exchange
18:20
1820 el 1430  Kuwait National M
nterva : i i
19:30 uwait National Museum
19:30  Dinnerwith Guests 15:00  Kuwait Towers

(ACC courtyard)
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